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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 ,83(a) because they fail to show: 
reference numeral 26 as described in the specification in page 7, line 2, instead 
reference numeral 26 appears in Figure 13; the internal tracks or grooves 103 as 
described in the specification in page 5, line 18; the security screws 108 as described in 
the specification in page 5, line 24; 

Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed 
invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
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margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "ridge disposed on 
said lid" as claimed in claim 15 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the seviBral views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In page 7, lines 23, 24, 25, discloses "pit lid 26" there is another element 
described with the same reference number. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5, Claims 1 , 3, 7-9 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kim (US 6,550.731). 

Regarding claim 1 , Kim discloses at least one tubular column (10) having at least 
two longitudinally extending external tracks (2) integrally disposed therein, each of said 
external tracks having an internal groove (g) adjacent thereto, and at least one of said 
items is an arm (30) fixedly engaged with at least one of said internal grooves to prevent 
the rotation thereof relative to said tubular column (10), (annotated Figure 3). 
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Regarding claim 3, Kim discloses a reinforcing sleeve (7) is internally fitted along 
at least a portion of said tubular column (10), (Figures 2, 3). 

Regarding claim 7, Kim discloses a deformable clamp block (3) is adapted to 
interconnect said at least one item (30) to said column (10) and said deformable clamp 
block engages with at least one of said external tracks (2) of said column. (Figures 2, 3), 

Regarding claim 8, Kim discloses said deformable clamp block (3) is adapted to 
be relatively movable with respect to said column (10) to allow an angular adjustment of 
said at least one item (30) relative to the longitudinal axis of said column, (Figures 2, 3). 

Regarding claim 9, Kim discloses said pole assembly further comprises a 
ventilated pole cap (9), (Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 16, Kim discloses said at least one item (30) is a sign, (Figure 
3), (Column 2, Lines 48-49). Kim does not disclose a streetlight, traffic signal, 
pedestrian signal, security camera or banner. However, Kim's sign is considered to be 
an obvious variation of a streetlight, traffic signal, pedestrian signal, security camera or 
banner and vice-versa. 
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FIG. 3 




Kim (US 6.550.731) 
6. In addition, claims 1 , 2, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Kim (US 6,898,882). 

Regarding claim 1 , Kim discloses at least one tubular column (10) having at least 
two longitudinally extending external tracks (t) integrally disposed therein, each of said 
external tracks having an internal groove (1 1 ) adjacent thereto, and at least one of said 
items is an arm (30) fixedly engaged with at least one of said internal grooves to prevent 
the rotation thereof relative to said tubular column (10), (Figure 1, annotated Figure 4), 
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Regarding claim 2, Kim discloses said arm (30) passes through the interior of 
said tubular column (10), (Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 6, Kim discloses at least one fluted cladding member (20) is 
secured to said column (10) by at least two circular collars (21 , 25), (Figure 5). 



FIG. 4 




I 

17 



Kim (US 6.898,882) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fonns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Offlce action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1, 4, 5, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McClasky (US 6,343,568) in view of Kim (US 6,898,882). 

Regarding claim 1 , McClasky discloses at least one tubular column (12L) having 
at least two longitudinally extending external tracks (62) integrally disposed therein, 
each of said external tracks having an internal groove (g) adjacent thereto, (Figures 1, 
annotated Figure 4). McClasky does not disclose an arm fixedly engaged with at least 
one of said internal grooves to prevent the rotation thereof relative to said tubular 
column. However, Kim teaches an arm (30) fixedly engaged with at least one of said 
internal grooves (1 1 ), (Figures 1 , 4). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the arts at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the pole 
assembly of McClasky to include an arm as taught by Kim in order to provide a 
signboard. 

Regarding claim 4, McClasky modified by Kim discloses a tubular section (12L') 
telescoplcally extending from said column (12L), (Figures 1, 5). McClasky does not 
disclose the tubular section being round. However, at the time the invention was made, 
it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art to have a round tubular section since such a modification would have involved a 
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mere change in the shape of the component. In re Dailey, 357 In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 
669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966) 

Regarding claim 5, IVIcClasl^y modified by Kim discloses a round tubular section 
(12L') has at least one internal track (62'), (Figure 5). McClasky does not disclose the 
tubular section being round. 

Regarding claim 10, McClasky modified by Kim discloses a round tubular 
section (12U) projecting from the upper end of said column (2L), (Figure 5). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , McClasky modified by Kim discloses said round tubular 
section (12L') projecting from the lower end of said column (2L), (Figure 5). 




McClasky (US 6,343,568) 
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8. In addition, claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McClasky (US 6,343,568) n view of Kim (US 6.898,882) and further in view of 
Krieger (US 6,021,614). McClasky modified by Kim discloses a pole assembly (10) 
having a cap, (Figure 12), but does not disclose a ventilated pole cap. However, Krieger 
teaches a ventilated cap (16), (Figure 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the arts at the time of the applicant's invention to modify 
the pole assembly of McClasky and Kim to have a ventilated cap as taught by Krieger in 
order to provide an air gap between the top of the pole and the cap. 

9. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over McClasky (US 6,343,568) in view of Kim (US 6,898,882) and further in view of 
Kimball (US 3,343,322). 

Regarding claims 12 and 13, McClasky modified by Kim discloses as discussed 
above, but does not disclose said round tubular section is connected to a base member 
that is fully mounted within a drainage pit. However. Kimball teaches a round tubular 
section (I) that is connected to a base member (J), and is fully mounted within a 
drainage pit (A). (Figures 5, 6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the arts at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the pole 
assembly of McClasky and Kim to have a base member that is fully mounted within a 
drainage pit as taught by Kimball in order to provide a strong support to the pole and to 
allow the egress of water and moisture that may accumulate around the pole. 
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10. In addition, claims 12- 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McClasky (US 6,343,568) In view of Kim (US 6,898,882) and further 
in view of Lurkis (US 3,343,322). 

Regarding claims 12 and 13, McClasky modified by Kim discloses as discussed 
above, but does not disclose said round tubular section is connected to a base member 
that is fully mounted within a drainage pit. However, Lurkis teaches a round tubular 
section (13) that is connected to a base member (21 , 22), and is fully mounted within a 
drainage pit (10), (Figure 2). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the arts at the time of the applicant's Invention to modify the pole 
assembly of McClasky and Kim to have a base member that is fully mounted within a 
drainage pit as taught by Lurkis in order to provide an easy to assemble support for the 
pole. 

Regarding claim 14, McClasky modified by Kim and Lurkis discloses as 
discussed above, Lurkis also teaches said pit (10) is covered by a lid (14) and at least 
two jacking screws (31) are located in said drainage pit, (Figures 1 , 2). The phrase "for 
adjustment of the height of said lid relative to surrounding ground level" is considered 
intended use and is given no patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 15, McClasky modified by Kim and Lurkis discloses as 
discussed above; Kim also teaches. at least one fluted cladding member (20) that is 
secured to said column (10) by at least an upper circular collar (25) and a lower circular 
collar (21), (Figures 2, 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the arts at the time of the applicant's invention to modify the pole 
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assembly of McClasky to include a fluted cladding member as taught by Kim in order to 
provide a cover that would protect the post from damage due to collision with 
automobiles. 

McClasky modified by Kim and Lurkis discloses as discussed above; Lurkis also 
discloses a ridge (20) disposed on said lid (14), (Figure 1). The modified pole assembly 
of McClasky, Kim and Lurkis would have the bottom of said lower circular collar seated 
on a ridge (20) disposed on said lid (14). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Koch (US 2002/00501 12) teaches a telescopic column having an 
external track; Gebelius (US 4,617,768) teaches a pole assembly connected to a base 
member and mounted within a drainage pit. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication Or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adriana Figueroa whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8281. The examiner can nomnally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supen/isor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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